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Rhetorical Analysis
In his essay “Why We Crave Horror Movies,” Stephen King suggests that people watch horror movies to prove themselves or to others that they can do it. A horror movie can be a vacation for the ration, conscious, moral mind; a fearful, crazy, anti-civilized part of every one of us, King claimed, often stays deeply buried, but a horror movie lets that hidden self out for some time. King’s main objective was to explain that people watch horror movies because we are all crazy to some extent. The author uses various comparisons, verb choices, and real-life examples to show and provide an explanation to his concept of man being insane to some extent, and that a horror movie is an escape strategy. He uses logos, pathos, and ethos to prove his point of view and to persuade the reader to believe that we crave horror movies.   
In this writing, King uses several rhetorical devices such as overstatement, metaphors, and analogies. He also uses rhetorical devices, twisted humor to convince, and persuading the audience. In the opening, King says, “I think that we’re all mentally ill; those of us outside the asylums only hide it a little better (1),” to create a shock effect by using generalization and exaggeration. For the act of watching horror films, King uses the analogy of going on a roller-coaster ride, mainly to foreground the importance of the emotions in the experience. He compares riding a roller coaster with watching horror movies. In this case, he appeals to his audiences emotionally by using analogies and texts that play an important role in his argument.  
According to the King, watching a horror film is like “lifting a trap door in the civilized forebrain and throwing a basket of raw meat to the hungry alligators swimming around that subterranean river beneath (2).” Here, the emotions are categorized in two, those that are positive, and those that are negative and anti-social, which are later on associated with alligators that eat raw meat. The alligators in King’s writing are living in a subterranean river—a metaphor that projects human subconscious. He says that if we keep the gators fed, then they are in control. This is used about human beings who after watching horror movies, will be fed. His argument in the essay is well established to prove his thesis. He manages to convince people that they have a mental illness and he ensures his audience believes that without a horror movie there is a chance that we are emotional time bombs. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]King appeals to ethos by ensuring the audience is captivated by his own assumption about horror movies. His claim that we are all somehow insane and that we are simply “potential lynchers” in the text shows his position regarding horror movies, drawing the reader into his own thoughts and subconscious and the need to see other people from his own perspective. Through interpreting pragmatic features the author’s assumptions are influenced his values because these are formed through personal experiences and cultural beliefs. King, therefore, does not dares us to face our inner selves but instead he admits that insanity is part of humans and watching horror movies releases the internal nightmares. King’s names serial killers to prove that horror plays an important role in society, but his conclusion is more or less an opinion.  
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